
Lifehacks - Week 4
Ice-breaker. Get everyone to name 5 things they are grateful for. 

Kingdom Attitudes and priorities - 5:1-18
Kingdom Behaviour - relationships with each other - 5:19-48
Kingdom Behaviour - relationship with God - 6:1-34
Kingdom wisdom and discernment - 7:1-23

Read Matthew 7:24-27 (Collectively)
This is Jesus' conclusion to the famous 'Sermon on the Mount'. These words of Jesus, we are encouraged to 'put into practice'
The whole sermon can be broken into 4 themes:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Discuss: Scan through these themes and see how many times Jesus gives a direct command or instruction.

Discuss: The Sermon on the Mount is not just an inspiring set of moral teachings or a collection of insightful thoughts, but words that are to be put into
practice. How do we manage to do this?

Discuss:  Matthew 5-7 is a call to a new way of life in God. Jesus concludes that if we ignore the instructions in His sermon, we will be building lives without
foundations. What are our initial responses to this parable? How does it make us feel?  With this in mind, can you think of other ways to summarise the
Sermon on the Mount?

Discuss:  The thrust of the parable, is that simply listening is not a response, but instead the words need to be put into practice. Likewise, we should be
wary of an entitled response to God's grace that does not lead to obedience. 
Do we have an attitude of entitlement in our everyday lives?
Do we have an attitude of entitlement in our Spirituality? 

Discuss:  To what extent are we living with inadequate foundations? Do we find our faith, our relationship with God, easily obliterated by the storms of life?
Which bits of the sermon do we find hardest to put into practice?

A final Prayer:   Father, Jesus Himself as the gospel story tells us, lives out the same message of the Sermon on the Mount: He is the light of the world, He
is the salt of the earth, He loves His enemies and gave His life for them, He is lifted up on a hill so that the world can see.  Father, as we search ourselves
for a response, do not allow us to be overcome with feelings with guilt, shame or failure, but to accept it as an invitation to awe, wonder and gratitude at
the grace of God to us, and to be motivated by joy to live in obedience and worship. Father, when we think about what you have done in our lives, we
place ourselves willingly in the arena of gratitude. Amen
(Ask people to give prayerful thanks for the things they are grateful for).

This week we will be looking at 
gratitude over entitlement


