
Session 1 Focus: Knowing the Gospel? 

In reviewing these responses to Jesus’ preaching of the Gospel, I want you to bear in mind some additional 
scriptures because in both the prophecy of Zechariah and the song of Mary, they both felt the Messiah was 
coming to bring rescue and liberation to the nation of Israel. People would therefore hear the Gospel as a cry 
for revolution and would be anticipating a political expression of God’s kingdom rule in the midst of their 
current oppression. 

“He shows mercy from generation to generation to all who fear him. His mighty arm has done tremendous 
things! He has scattered the proud and haughty ones. He has brought down princes from their thrones and 
exalted the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away with empty hands.
He has helped his servant Israel and remembered to be merciful. For he made this promise to our ancestors, to 
Abraham and his children forever.”
Luke 1:50–55 NLT

“Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has visited and redeemed his people. He has sent us a mighty 
Savior from the royal line of his servant David, just as he promised through his holy prophets long ago.
Now we will be saved from our enemies and from all who hate us. He has been merciful to our ancestors by 
remembering his sacred covenant - the covenant he swore with an oath to our ancestor Abraham. We have 
been rescued from our enemies so we can serve God without fear, in holiness and righteousness for as long as 
we live.”
Luke 1:68-75 NLT

Let’s review the 3 key scriptures from our session on What is the Gospel?

Why did John the Baptist say this…?
“The disciples of John the Baptist told John about everything Jesus was doing. So John called for two of his 
disciples, and he sent them to the Lord to ask him, “Are you the Messiah we’ve been expecting, or should we 
keep looking for someone else?””
Luke 7:18-19 NLT

Why would the crowds attempt this….?
“When the people saw him do this miraculous sign, they exclaimed, “Surely, he is the Prophet we have been 
expecting!” When Jesus saw that they were ready to force him to be their king, he slipped away into the hills by 
himself.”
John 6:14-15 NLT

Why would his disciples feel this….?
““What things?” Jesus asked. “The things that happened to Jesus, the man from Nazareth,” they said. “He was 
a prophet who did powerful miracles, and he was a mighty teacher in the eyes of God and all the people. But 
our leading priests and other religious leaders handed him over to be condemned to death, and they crucified 
him. We had hoped he was the Messiah who had come to rescue Israel. This all happened three days ago.”
Luke 24:19-21 NLT

Do you think that the reaction of John the Baptist, the Crowd and the disciples on the road 
to Emmaus were wrong or was it just the timing of the expectation that was misplaced?

THE GOSPEL & TEACHINGS OF JESUS

Connex Group Workbook - Session 1 – Knowing & Reading the Gospel continued  


	Slide 1

